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ADVISING 

CENTER 

 

on April 15th  

If you have any questions 

about course registration, 

please contact your assigned 

academic advisor, which you 

can see on HokieSPA.  You 

can email your academic advi-

sor to schedule an appoint-

ment. 

Course Request for the Fall 

2017 semester will be open 

March 21-28.  

The online timetable will also 

help with information on class 

times, locations, and instruc-

tors. 

When the course request 

period begins, you should 

consult the online timetable 

to confirm Fall 2017 offerings. 

Then log into HokieSPA (you 

can use the shortcut on Vir-

ginia Tech’s home page) and 

follow instructions for 

“course request.” You must 

complete your course re-

quest before midnight on 

March 28th. 

You will be able to view and 

modify your schedule when 

the drop/add period opens up 

Ready For Course Request? 
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Fall 2017 COURSE REQUEST: 

March 21st-28th 

Use HokieSPA and complete your course request 

before midnight, March 28th! 

Virginia Tech has moved to a common change of major system that will take place 

three times per year. The new process will be online and is called the Change of 

Major Application. When a change of major period opens up, students can request 

a new primary major through Hokie SPA rather than the previous paper form. 

If you are a current CNRE student who wants to change your major within CNRE, 

you are still required to change it through the online process.  The next change of 

major period opens on May 1st.  For more information, visit our website. 

New online change of major system 

http://cnre.vt.edu/students/current/change-major/index.html
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Fall 2017 New Courses 

I N T E R E S T E D ?  

A d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  

( s u c h  a s  c l a s s  

l o c a t i o n )  i s  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  

t h e  o n l i n e  

t i m e t a b l e .  

L o g  i n t o  

H o k i e S P A  a n d  

c l i c k  o n  

T i m e t a b l e  o f  

C l a s s e s .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIW 4984 - Photography for Naturalists 
 

This course will offer a quick review of basic principles for effective 
photography, and then explore applications for natural resource re-
search, outreach, and personal enjoyment. Principles and practices for 
effective photography of landscapes, animals, and plants; macropho-
tography, night photography, travel photography, camera traps, cell-
phone photography, photo storytelling, and more.  Students must 
have a digital camera with an optical zoom and the capability for 
shooting in manual mode.  Class meets for a 2-hour block weekly, Fri-
days 1:25-3:05 pm.  Enrollment limited to 21 students. Grading is P/F.  
Questions? Contact Dr. Brian Murphy, murphybr@vt.edu.  
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Fall 2017 New Courses 
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I N T E R E S T E D ?  
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 FIW 2324 Wildlife Field Biology will be adding a Fall 2017 section 

 This course is required course for wildlife majors and provides information on 

 natural history and identification of fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals t

 hat would be of interest to students in several options in FREC and GEOG.  In 

 2017-2018, we will be offering both a fall and a spring sec tion.  The fall section will 

 be open to both majors and non-majors. (The course is usually offered spring only 

 and restricted to wildlife majors.)  It is a 3-credit course that meets for one 75-

 minute lecture and one 4-hour lab each week.  Come learn about poisonous 

 mammals and lungless salamanders that breathe through their skin! 

 

 FIW 4535 Ecology and Management of Wetland Systems will be  

 offered again Fall 2017 (offered fall “odd” years) 

 Meets Monday/Wednesday 10:10-11:00 AM & Tuesdays 2:00-4:15 PM  

 in JCH 212 

 

 GEOG 1014 World Regions will be taught on campus and online 

in Fall 2017 

 On campus section meets Tuesday/Thursday 5:00-6:15 PM in MCB 100 

 

 HORT 4984 Special Study: Plant Establishment and Environmental 

Design 

 Plant establishment and environmental design for sustainable landscapes and 

 related ecological implications. Site assessment, urban soils, site rehabilitation, 

 plant response to disturbed environments, green infrastructure and other  con

 temporary landscape forms. Emphasis is on hands-on, experiential learning to 

 achieve sustainable landscapes that protect and enhance the environment. 

 **Students who wish to take HORT 3644 Landscape Establishment & Mgmt (on Urban 

 Forestry major option and minor checksheets) should take HORT 4984 instead 

Fall 2017 Course Updates 
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Study abroad 
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Study abroad 
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Leadership Institute 
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Important notes 
OVERLOAD APPROVAL 

 

Anyone requesting more than 19 hours for fall must get approval.  Print form re-

questing overload approval at http://cnre.vt.edu/students/forms/index.html. Unless 

permission is obtained in advance, you will be scheduled for the first available 19 

hours requested.   

 

FORCE-ADDS 

 

All departments handle force-add requests differently.  Please contact the professor 

for the course you wish to force add to determine the process for their department.  

For CNRE courses, all courses except GEOG require a force-add form which you 

can pick up in 138 Cheatham. You will need to obtain the permission of the profes-

sor and have them sign the form.  Force-adds will not be processed until drop/add 

opens in April. 

 

GEOGRAPHY FORCE-ADD WAITLIST  

 

Geography will still be using a waitlist survey at www.geography.vt.edu. Some cours-

es will be restricted it to GEOG/MTRG majors during course request but it will be 

open during drop/add for all other majors.  Students should complete the survey 

during the drop/add time to request a seat even if it appears to be full. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT FIW 4214 WILDLIFE FIELD 

TECHNIQUES  

 

This field intensive course will meet at its scheduled time the first 6 weeks of class 

consisting of 4 labs, a lab review, and a practical laboratory exam. The field intensive 

part of the course will begin directly before the start of fall semester August 15th-

25th and will take place at Mountain Lake Biological Station (MLBS). Lab fee for this 

course will be approximately $255 to be paid by the end of spring semester. Students 

will stay on location at MLBS for 10 nights and will gain hands-on experience in trap-

ping and handling birds, herps, bats, and small mammals, as well as experience in ra-

dio telemetry, camera trapping, orienteering, sexing and aging wildlife, and much 

more. This intensive course will be demanding, action-packed, and also a lot of fun. 

 

 

 



 

 

FISH CONSERVATION AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION STUDENTS 

 

All students in fish and wildlife students must fulfill an experiential learning requirement to graduate 

(no course substitutions or waivers will be granted).  All Forms/Appendices and additional infor-

mation are available on the website: http://www.fishwild.vt.edu/experiential_learning.htm.  

 

 

 

 

TAKING SUMMER COURSES AT ANOTHER INSTITUTION 

 

Taking coursework at an institution other than Virginia Tech requires approval. The Authorization 

of Transfer Credit form is available on the CNRE website: https://cnre.vt.edu/students/forms/

transfer-credit-authorization-form.pdf 

 

RESCHEDULING SPRING EXAMS  

 

Deadline for rescheduling spring final exams (if you have a conflict or 3 exams in 24 hours) is April 

14th.  Print form and return to 138 Cheatham. See http://cnre.vt.edu/students/forms/index.html. 

 

FREE TUTORING  

 

The Student Success Center provides free tutors for a number of freshman and sophomore level 

courses in addition to a number of other free services. See http://www.studentsuccess.vt.edu/.  

  

ADDING RESEARCH, INDEPENDENT STUDY, OR INTERNSHIP CREDIT 

 

The last day to add classes for Fall 2017 is September 1st. This is also the last day to add re-

search, independent study, or internship credit for the fall semester. 

 

FOR COURSE PREFIX IS NOW FREC 

 

Course prefixes have changed from FOR to FREC. Course numbers remain the same. 
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Important notes 

 

Looking for a job or internship? Check out the CNRE job board! 

https://sites.google.com/a/vt.edu/cnre-job-board/  
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Please keep the following dates and deadlines in mind 

for registration and course request purposes: 
 

 Course Request for Fall 2017 is open March 21-28. 

 Deadline for rescheduling fall exams (if you have a conflict 

or 3 exams in 24 hours) is April 14. 

 Fall 2017 Web Drop/Add opens April 15-May 12 and will 

reopen in August. 

 Last day to withdraw from a course is May 3rd. 

Dates and Deadlines 

SPRING COMMENCEMENT 

University Commencement Ceremony 

Friday, May 12th  

8:30 AM Lane Stadium 

****** 

CNRE Commencement Ceremony 

Saturday, May 13th  

8:30 AM Moss Arts Center  

http://www.vt.edu/commencement.html 

http://www.vt.edu/commencement.html

